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THE NEWS THIS MORNING,

FOREIGN —A more peacelul impresslon s
gald to have prevailed in Madrid yesterday;
there was a declded improvement in the finan-
cinl outlnok. ——= A report from Roms# an-
nouncing that the Buropean Powers would
make # naval demonstration off Cuba WaS de-
nled. = A mob made a demonstration hafore
the Ameriean Consulate in Barcelona. ==
The Autonomiet Giovernment of Cuba has ap-
pointed a peace commiseion 1o vigit the insuor-
gents and treat with them. ——== The United
States crifser Topeka and the , torpedo-boat
Somers agaln put bhack 1o Falmouth, the torpe-
do-boat leaking: she will go into the dock for
repairs. -——— The Rritlsh Government in-
structed the Jamalca authorities that coal would
be contraband of war - The Heniey He-
gatta Committee has refused the entry of Ten
Eyeck, the American oarsman. —= Mr. Glad-
stone, it was announced, s suffering lose.

CONGRESS,—Both houses in session.
Senate: After a debate lasting from 10 a. m.
until 10:45 p. m., an agreement was reached to
vate on the pending Cuban resolution some time
fn' the preeent lezizlative day: the principal
speeches wore made by Senators Cullom, aniel,
Tillman, Wolcott, Svooner and Teller, ——
House: Mr. Balley attacked the Speaker and
was rebuked by Mr. Reed; no busilss of im-
yortance was transacted

DOMESTIC.—It is stated that the President is
not at all likely to veto any Cuban resolution
Congress may pass, no matier what its form.
——— Orders wers issued 1o concentrate about
geventeen thousand troops at Chickamauga and
three Gulf ports, —=—= The Government char-
tered the St. Louis, the 8t. Paul, the Par's and
the New-York, of the American Line. =—= The
monitor Nahant, mnnmdfhy }:;a\'a.! tmllltln.
gtarted from Philadelphia for this port. ——=
Jomeph Lelter sold from 5,000,000 ta S,000,000
hushels of July wheat; It Is thought he has re-
Aueced the amount he held by 10,000,000 bushels.
—— The 25th Infantry, U. & A, went Into
camp at Chickamauga Park. *==—===: A bill appro-
priating $500.000 to increase the efficiency of the
National Guard of Massachusetls was passed
and signed by the Governor.

CITY AND SUBURBAN.—The retention of
William E. Philips as a member of the Polica
Board was severely criticised. in virw of his
{ndietment for complicity in the Braoklyn City
Works Department scandal, on the ground that
it tended to Interfera with a proper investiga-
tlon by the pollice of certain phases of the rase,
Final preparationg were made for anrol-
ment under the new primary law, which begina
to-day, The Rev. Dr. Charles W. Shlelds
made a statement explalning why he left the
Preshyterian Church and joined the Eplscopal.
=——— The Police Board promoted twn sergeants
{n Manhattan and one In Brooklvn to captaln-
eles, —— Stocks were dull and {rregular at
small net grins.

THE WEATHER —Indlcations for to-Aay:
Clearing: falr and warmer. The temperaturs
vesterday: Highest, I degrees; lowest, 45; av-

erage, 41

A SNAP JUDGMENT.

Those who in and out of Congress adrorate
the reeognition hy the Tnited States of the
Cuban Repuhilc lLisse their contention chiefly
on & state of facts which {s not demonstrated
hut assumed. Some of their Importaot asser-
tions are probalily mistaken; most of them are
not positively known to ba trne by those who
make thene. Indeed, we consider it fair to say
that there Is not a single citizen of the United
States who would arcept, ave under final com-
pulsion, an adverse decision affecting his per-
gonal Interests which was not sustained by
stronger evidence than that upon which the
title of the Cuban insurgents to recognition 13
prociaimed,

For example, the report accompanying the
minority resolutions which were submitted to
the House on Wednesday declares that the in-

nts are nt present maintaining an armed
forve of 30,000 men, The members of the com-
mittee who signed thelr names to that asser-
tlon presumably belleve 1t to be true, but they
certainly do mot know It to be true. It Is a
mere guess, It relates to a force which has
been uniformiy deseribed as operating in small
bands, largely at the discretion of varlous lead-
ers, In accordance with the fixed poliey of con-
ducting an lrregulur warfare by swift move-
ments at opportune moments,  Who can tell
how many men are so engaged? Drobably not
Gomez himself. Certalnly no member of Con-
gress: or NEWSPADET editor, The number may
exceed 30000, Tt may be far smaller. Does
any man now In the United States know that it
exceeds 3.0007 Does any one know that it 19
not made up of more or less independent Jesse
James gangs®- Tt will not he an answer to say
that such aggregatlons of fighters would have
been exterminated in detail long ago by the
Spanish troops. It took the forces of law and
order in tkls country a good while to exterm!-
nate a single Jesse James gang, which in tha
mean time: terrorized a large territory. Tha
Seminole War lasted for years, and would
have lasted longer exeept for an abhominable
act of treacliery by those who had made a poor
job of honorable warfare.

It & sald over and over agaln; and accepted

“as an Indisputable fact by the advocates of
recognition, that the Insurgents absolutely con-
trol the eastern half of Cuba, collacting taxes,
malntaining a postal system and condueting all
the operations of a compétent government, Is
not the assumption of such -absolute control
rather inconsistent with the painful and long-
deplored acknowledgment that tbe lpsurgents
do not pow and never did possess or control a
single seaport? The eastern balf of Cuba cer-
tafnly does contain many fine seaports, If they
are pot controlled by the Insurgents they must
be controlled by the Spanlards, which does not
tally with the proclamation of complete In-
surgent dominatlon, "Tha troobs ahd tha nan.

combatants within the Insurgent lines are con-
tinuously fed, largely from the products of the
«oil, which is described as being so wonderfully
fertile that it can support a large populatlon in-
definitely with little labor. We hope and be:
lieve that this s true: but how then does it
happen that Havann, which ean draw from all
that part of the island which the Spanish ad-
wittedly control, would uecessarily be starved
into surrender by a brief blockade? Will sweet
potatoes grow only at the command of the Io-
surgents?

T'his Is only an indication of the assumptions
and seeming contradictions of which the argu-
ment for recognition s full, We do not assert
that the assumptions cannot be verified and
the seeming contradictions reconciled, for we
do not claim more knowledge than we conceds
to others. But we do say that such a record
as that on which it is now sought to justify
recognition would be unsatisfactory to an hon-
est mind in any ease where reason was not
swayed by feeling.

WHAT THE POWERS MIGHAT DNo,

Oue of the best-lnformed and most judicions
correspondents at Madrid reports that “sensible
“apd far-s=ighied statesmen in Spain . .
“faney that tbe European Powers may yet have
ssomething to gay amd to do amicably to check
“President MeKinloy.” It is siocerely to be
hoped that they are laying up no treasures in
such castles in Spaln.  1f so, they are doomed to
sorest disappointment, This conniry s not a
member of the concert of Europe, It does not
take Its polley from Berlin or St Petersburg.
Its sepy of government is at Washington, [is
admipisteators will listen courieously to what-
ever any Government of Furope has fo say,
provided it {8 pertinent and courteous, as it Is
expected to be, But the time went by more
than a century ago when this country could he
dietated to hy foreign Powers, or permit Ity
policy on American questlons to be shaped or
¢hecked Ly any foree other than its own de
liberate and iotelligent will. It may be re
called, too, that the Monroe Doctrine sprang
directly from the purpose of “The Holy Alll-
ance” to meddle in American affairs. From
thut day to this it has not been an advisahle
measure for a “Coacert of European Powers"
to approach the Goveroment of the United
States,

The European Powers might, however, do
something in this erisis, though not in the way
expected ar Madrid,  They might, for example,
1ake it elear to 8pain, at once, that they cannot
intervene in her be! o if, that she ean expeet no
el from them, amd that she would best, there-
fore, promptiy aecept the ferms offered to her iy
the United States.  In that they would not be
meddling in Ameriean affairs, and they would
e benefiting obpe of thelr own number.  Or
they might go a little further and guaraniee
the Spanish dynasty against expulsion by &
revalution.  The fear has been expressed that
if the Queen HRegent should grant justice to
Cuba and make terms with the United Siates
there would he an uprising of the people
against her, The Powers might assure her of
their support and protection. That woulil be no
navelty in Evropean politics.  Or there are yet
other ways {n which they might make thelr in-
fluence felt in Spain‘s real hehalf, without any
eneroachient upon the rights of the United
States or meddling 'n Awmerlean affairs. To
such measures therr attentlon would be far
more profitably given than to futile attempts to
“ehieck™ Prestdent MeKinley.,

THFE &PANISH NOTE,

It Is to be regretted, chiefly for her own
sake, that Spaln's latest appeal to the Powers
should ba so largely devoted 1o an attack upon
the good faith of the United Siates. The s’
stitutlon of abuse for arguwent is a mark of a
bad and falling ecause. Her tirndes will not
peranade any one that the United States las
acted otherwise than in a straightforward and
henorable manner. They will Inevitably arouse
remembrances of more than one recent incl-
dent in which the good faith of Spain has been
subjected to suspicion, and that not only of the
Tnited - States.  The misleading teporis put
forth ahout the mediation of the Pope, and the
announcement at Washington of “an arm!stice
without conditions” which at Madrid was at
the same moment declared to be not an armis-
tiee and to be burdened with most !mportant
copditlons, are still fresh in mind. Conscious-
ness of them should surely have restralned the

Spanish Government from making Attacks |

which it must know to be unfounded upon the
Government and people of the United Siates.

The complaint of Hlibustering Is renewed.
We have repeatedly shown [ts baselessuesas,
Sefior Dupuy de LHme was surely not prefu-
diced !n this country’'s favor, and he admitted
that there was not nearly so mnch fillhustering
a@ was currently reported. Here are the facts:
From the beginning of the war, In February,
1805, down to December, 1807, only sixty ex-
peditions are alleged to have been attempted.
0Of these the United States GGovernment fros-
trated thirty-three, and ten others falled through
other causes. Seventeen were «ald to have
been successful, but in every ons of them this
tiovernment proved it gond faith by prosecut-
ing and punishing the principals. If any na-
tion has a better record than that of fidellty
to its neutrality laws It would be luteresting
to know which It Is. To say !n the face of It
that filibustering has beeu permitted by this
(;overninent without molestation is to utter a
particularly barefaced libel. It is to her own
Incampetency that Fpain has to charge the
damage she has suffered, if any, from Ameri-
can fillbusters. For while this Government has
patrolled its 5470 miles of coasts to such ef-
fect Spaln has so slackly goarded her—or
Cubn's—2.200 miles that sghe has eaptured or
prevented from landing only four expeditions
among &ll those mentloned. If Spaln blames
us for not dolng her police and customs servica
for her let the fact be plainly stated in those
terms,

Even more unjust, if that be possible, ia the
complaint that the United States opposed the
offer of antonomy and sent warships to Cuba
to encourage the rebels to reject It. Presldent
McKinley commended the offer of autonomy,
vouched for its good faith, and bespoke for it a
fair trial; and that was and has been the attl-
tude of this Government and of the thoughtful
part of the Natlon. The general sentiment was,
as expressed monthis ago in these columns, that
wlile the secheme was not perfect it was highly
commendable and worthy of the most ecareful
conglderation by the insurgents; and that for the
Insurgents to say they would not consider it,
but would put to death any one who suggested
that they should, would place them outside the
pale of reasonable belngs. And yet Bpalu at-
tributes the fallure of the scheme to American
opposition. It I wicked for a nation thus to
distort truth and ntter untruth—to base warllke
artion upon gratuitous falsehood. Tt is not only
wicked, but [t is supremely foolish, for the
truth cannot be concealed. It will come out.
It 1s already out and known to all the world
that cares for it

The on)]y poseible excuse for such a note as
thls which Spain las Issued {s that she s wild
with panic and does not realize what she Is
saying. That is not a commendable frame of
mind for a nation to be In at a tiine when peace
and war, her own life and death, are trembling
in the balance. Has she no cool-headed and
clear-sighted man who can perceive things ns
they are and dare to act upon them? The world
has snnoosad she bad, It will regret to find

that she has not, and that she has become mad
a8 a preliminary to her destruction.

TAE RYMPTOMS AND THE NDISEASE.

The aetion of the Brooklyn Union League
Club in econdemuing the dishonesty of Repub-
lican officials as revealed In the conviction
of a Coroner and In the indictments of persons
connected with the Department of Clty Works,
one of whom has pleaded guilty and received
sentence, Is just what was to be expected from
a body of honest and loyal men who are Re-
publicans from principle, who desire to make
the Republican party an lustrument of gﬂml|
government, and who feel keeuly the disgrace
and danger brought to the party by the camp-
followers who abuse its confidence. The club
declares the only fit and proper rule of politieal
loyalty, one which is the exact opposite of the
Tammany and Machine principle of unfailing
obedlence to party organization demands, when
it declares “that the best evidence of the high-
“pst party fidelity on the part of our offfee-hold-
“ors is fidelity to officlal trust”

The Union League has done well. 1t only
remains for It to stand firm in its detestation
of all that makes for eorrupt politics to keep
the Republican party In Brooklyn from ever
again being reproachsd as it is at present. It
15 easy to denounce corruption when it I8 re-
vealad, but it is not so casy In the absence of |
gpecific evidenee of wrongdoing to oppose po-
litieal methods which from thelr nature pre-
pare the way for corruption. Mr Wills Is
be presumed innocent of erime, sioee he s
merely und oF Indictment, and his department
s to be regarded only as the lurking-place of
the frands which it 18 confessed existed thered
but, whoever Is lnnocent or guilty, the fact re-
malns that Mr. Willis at the beglnning of his
term established a rfziras which econld not but
encourage frand, He substitnted for a non-
partisan business administration, which under
a Republican Mayor had won the pralse of all
gond citizens, a machine for rowarding politl
cal servlees and bullding up individual politieal
fortunes, That he intended to give the [n*nplo-‘
thelr money’s worth of public work may be as-
sumed, bt he none the less made the depaz-
ment something besides a publie servant: he
made it the englne of personal and factional
alms.  There was the,root of trouble thar the |
lionest Republicans of Brooklyn should have
seen withont waiting for the fruft of evil to ]
develop.

If wo are going to have our party learn les-
wons from the faulis of its representatives in
offive we must go thus to the bottom of gues-
tions, And econcerning this Hrooklyn matter
we eannot lgnore the stories which wera com-
mon talk for some time before the present in-
vestigation was begun, that hefore his nomina-
tion for Mayor Mr. Wurster gave to Mr, Willls
an ahsolute agreement to appolnt him Commis-
sloner of City Works, and carried it out In
spite of the protests of friends as to the pro- |
priety of the promise aml the fitness of the ap-
pointment. This talk may da Mr. Wurster
great injustice. 1t it does, lie should know
what 1s belng sald and relieve himself amnd the |
party responsible for his administration of the
blame af having been bound beforehand to tole
eratioa of methods which resulied In practices
bringing party shame, which is nopleasant
enough to endure, even If properly  guarded |
againar, If there fs any basig of fact o the
atpry it 15 only another illustration of the evil
fnseparable feom the Machine theory of har-
galning for office and maklog party  eadl-
dates tha sgents of organization will in the
performancs of officiul funetions. At any rate,
it 1s evident that an offfee-halder respansible ta
A party !‘mchlna to make his offielal acts serve
the persanal purposes of party mAnagers can-
not be sure of giving tirst attention 1o the wants
of the commuulty as a whole. That [« the les-
son of tha Rrooklyn scandal  IHoweser pure
hls matlve, Mr. Wurster's mistake was in tak
tng the conduct of eity work from the hande
of A business man and intrusting It to a poll
tielun, However honest Mr Wilis may be, lis
mistake was in making his department a tender
to politieal ambition. The dlshanest schiomera
never fall to take advantage of such a sitnation
If these troubles are to be avolded by exorcise
of resolule party sentiment such as that of the
I'nion Leagua (‘lub, the effort must he dircetod
to the disease, not the symptoms,  Steallng iy
only the symptogi. Playing politics with pub-
lie office 8 the disease,

WHAT PRICES HAVE CHANGED,

It may be noted that even the most fanatieal
Froe Traders have falled of late to repeat their |
accustomed lamentation about the Increasing
eost of “evervthilpg from the eradie to the
grave” in consequence of a protective tarif.
It |# not strange that the fact has surely pus-
zled add disappointed men of thele rooted no-
tiops. Thus, here we have a tarif more than
slx months old which has brought practically
no enhaneement In the prices of commaoditles
save that which hag ocenrred In the transition
from summer to winter in the cost of bread-
stulfs, meats and daley products, partly doe 1o
excoptional demands from other countries for
food  Dulry and garden praducts, as everybody |
knows, are paturally higher in the winter, and
especially as the winter draws near Uts close
and the old supplles of food for men and ani
mals become more nearly exhausted,  For sim- |
flar reasons, when there Is a demand at all com- |
mensurate with the supply  prices of bread-
stuffs aod meats tend higher as the season il
vances, and all know bhow largely these have
been affected this year by unprecedented fors
eign demands. 1n order to ralse mure revenus,
moreover, higher taxes were imposed, now
making erude sugar cost about half a cent more
a pound, or 30 cents per caplin, aod Increasing
the cost of beer about 4 cents per caplia on the
present consumption,

Deducting these produets, the cost of all other |
commodities taken together {8 a lttle lower
now than it was on July 24, when the Ding. |
ley act was passed, In this and following
comparisons prices of all commoditiea nre reck-
oneil with due regard to thelr relative Imporp-
tauce In consumption, for otherwise the fall of
80 per vent o sowe Insignifticant drug or comli-
ment would outwelgh the rigse of 25 per cent in
wheat, and the rise of 8 cents per caplta In the
prive of window-glass, being about 50 per eent,
would outweigh the decline of I3 conte per cap-
Ita in the cost of cotton and cotton goods, being
only ® per cent. It s never possible to asceriain
even approximately the effect of numerous
fluctuations In prices without such an allow-
ance for thelr relative lmportance in us<e, which
can be made with sufficlent accuracy for all
practical purposes by use of the offlclal and
teade records of productlon, fmports and cx-
ports. Any error in estimate that It s possible
to make with use of such data would be in-
significant compared with the misleading use
of all products as of equal importance.

The lowest polnt ever reached v prices In
this country was on June 1 last year, and tho
rise which began that day was maiuly in bread-
stuffs, about 10 per cent; and in dairy prod-
ucts, about 17 per cent; wool also advancing
about € per cent hefore the new tarlff finally
passed, while cotton, for purely speculative rea-
sons, advanced about 3 per cent, cotton goods
slightly risiug, while woollen goods remalned
steady.

Iron and its products deelined a little on the
whole, but the price of conl was materially ad-
vanced by the combination without any regurd
to possible duties or thelr effect. All commodi-
Ues considered, prices rose only about 4 per

cent prior to the adoption of the tariff, and al- | University will be at least partly established In

most wholly in the food products,

From the enactment of the tariff to the high- |

pst point this year, Febroary 21, the advanece
was abont 7 per cent; hut it [& essentlal to note
how It was divided. Out of an actual rise of
£548 In expenditures per capita $2 M was in
breadstuffs alone, 40 cents was in menats, §126
in dairy and garden products, nearly the entire
rise having thus oceurred in these three rlasses,
though In the class embracing misccllancous
fod, sugar, liquors and the like there was a
rise of 48 cénts per capita. A little inerease in
clothing was nearly balanced by a decline in
the cost of moetals, so that outside the food
classes the aggregate cost wis not 40 cents per
capita higher, even when woollen and cotton

this city, making this more than ever a seat of
llheral culture. As for the New-York Uni-
verglty, Its future is amply assured, No such
defection as this will check It progress or im-

| pair ity uscefulness,

goods, shors, leather and hides were at the |

Wighest. In these statements wool and cotton
an with the goods produeed from them. So
far it s quite obvious that the change had been
due almost exclusively to the foreign demands
for Amerlean fooidl and to Increasing home (e
mands for food products,

Sines that date there has been a decline aver-
aging about 2 per cent, and amounting in total
cost 10 8158 per capita, of which 88 cents has
heen in besulstufls, 1205 contz [neats, 6 conts
in dairy and garden products, and 4 cents in
the sngar aud misecllaneous foods.  Meanwhile
the clothing olass §s 17 cents lower and the
metal elass 30 cents lower. Thus It comes to

PERSONAL.

At the receptlon tendered to 1. H. Conger, the
new Mintster to Ching, at hls former home In Des
Moines, Towi, on Saturday, he referred to hls ex-
perience when Minister to Brazil (n 1803, His term
of offies hud been completed, and ho was walling
for his surcesgor, who tonk charge seven duys
after the rebels took esmmand of the harbor of
Rio Janeira, When he had made himself in readi-
ness for departure thers was no ve g0l to carry
him out of the harbor to the steamer, which lay
out from the coast a few miles, except a French
man-of-war, He contemplated at first aceepting

| fta protection, but concluded that he would sall out

pass that all articles of the elothing class taken |

together cost In the ageregate less than G0
cents per capita more thau their eost when the
tarll seas enacted, while arileles in the metals
elnss taken together eost 73 cents less than at
that thme, and meanwhile the change In the
miscellaneons products—including lumber, build-
ing waterials, glass, paper, drugs and chem-
fenls —has been In the nzgregate not quite half
a eent per capita. The advance in the sugar
olass Las heon In the aggregate about 44 cents,
which ls something more than the effect of the

tuxes lmposed, owing to comparative scarclty |

of & few articles, such as Lops and fish. In all
the manufactured products, taken as a whals,
there has been no advanes, but a little decline.
In sugars and liguors ineeeased taxatlon has

caused a small but peceossary advance for the |

prevention of a defleit
vances have been In products of the farms,
largely due to the normal change from summer
to winter prices, hut also in part to the extraor-
dinary foreign demand for American food.

THE TRIRUNE INDEX.

.
Ta find anything in a newsnaper (e |8 llke |
Unless you |
| have 4 masnet the task is almost hopeless, Yot |

hunting for a necdle In a2 haystack

the newspaper file s the book of recent history.
In it is found the record of politics and soclety,
af marriags and death, of accldent and crime,
of great discoverles and selentifie progress. But
how tn get at the facts which one wants {8 the
trouble T do away with that trouble Tha
Tribune has for many years annually published
an Index to Its files, which is intended (o be
uneful not only in eonnectian with the bound
volumes of this newapaser, to which directly It
refers, but alse In connectlon with any other
newspaper e accessible, and in many matters
gltaply by itself.
forgotten facts from obscuring surroundings.

The Ind*x to the {ssues of 15887 has now heen |

published in & pamphlet of 377 pages, uniform
in atyle with Tha Tributne Almanac, and !s for
sile at the prica of [ centa,
Ktudsling or writing on recent events It I8 In-
vislunble, and it 18 one of the Indispensable tooln
of all well-regulated lthraries. Its uses (o any-
Wixly mearching for artioles in Tha Tribune are
vious, and when hunting down articles printed
elsewhera 1t Is equally avallable, becausa ail
newspapers comment on important sulijects and
chrontele ltema of news at about the sama time,
and nnding when a matter was treated In one
paper by 118 index glves a clew to the date when
b pxpected fn other flies which may
offer no ready means of reference.

In thess busy tlmes anything that happened
“the ather day”™ might as well have happened
five years Ago, 80 far as the abillty of the aver-
age person in fixing the date and securing des
wired Information about it goes. How would
anybody go to work to find out when the (Cor-
nell-Harvard-Yale race was rowed last summer,
when President Andrews and the Hrown
versity trustees had thelr correspondence, when
Sefior Canovas del Caxtillo was assassinated,
when tha different stepa in the New-York Clty
consolidatinn movement were taken? When onas
wanta to flnd & message of the Governor or

it may

| study the proceedings of a palitical conventlon
| he s often at & loss how to get at them.

The
Tribune Index anasers all these and many other
questions. It 18 the calendar of the great and
amall dolngs of the last year,

Spain's naval plan of campalgn sesms to he
to protect Cuba from the secure base of the

Cape Verd 1slands, which are gut of range of

Key Weat guns, and are neutral territory to
oot
e —

Sefior Emlllo Castelar has bheen making some
critictsma upon the econduct of this Natlon In
respect to Cuba, and we are now and then re-
minded that the disapproval of so great and
good A& man should maka us heartlly ashamed
of gurscives. With all due respect to Sefioe
Castelar, It 1 not to be forgotten that he was,
all men, responsible for the hideous
atrocity of the Vieginius, and Is thesefore for-
ever unncceptable to this country as an au-
thority upon Cuban-American relatlons.

- _. ——

Bame of the “largest circulation” newspapers
have devoted much space to discussing tha
ftrength of the possibly hostile naval fleets, and
it has been Interesting to note how qulckly
fleets are bulit up in the editorial sanctums. In
one of these journais of “early Mformation” the
erulser Cristobal Colon is spoken of as a "tor-
pedo gunboat”  The Britlsh Admiralty Ofice
has recently had a careful compliation made of
the serviceablo vessels of the Unlted States and
the Spanlsh navies. The latter conslsts, exclud-
Ing ships which are not modern, of the follow-
ing three clusses of vessels: Sepviceable armored
shilps, G, unarmored shins, 28 effective wrpedo
flotilla, 14, The serviceable ships of the United
btates Navy comprise 18 armored ships, 27 un-
armored and 20 torpedo vessels. Thus Spaln
has 48 serviceable war vessels Lo oppose to the
09 simillar ships of the United States. Both na-
tiona, however, have been nccumulating auxil-
fary Neet by purchase, though that of the United
States ls very lkely the superlior. ut the coms-
parison I8 not Umited to & mere statement of
numbers, for when guns, armor, specd, tonnage,
power, age and torpedo equipment are sumined
up as a purely fighting machine the Navy of
the United States 18 credited with being about
30 per cent better In effectiveness,

— e

The FBpanish Jingo p‘peru are sacreaming
“Treason! Bpain s #old!" It Is an omlnous re.
minder of the French cry In 1870—-"We are be-
triayed!”

ahove

—— —

A few weeks ago the Philippines were officinlly
declared to have been entirely pacified. Now
there are twenty thousand well-armed insur-
gents in the fleld, It Is not known that Spanish
reports of the state of Cuba are a bit more
trustwaorthy,

—

It Is & matter of profound regret that dls-

sensions should have arisen in the faculty of
the New-York University Medical School at a |

time when that excellent Institution had just
been brought fully under the true University
syetem. The outlook now seems to be that a
new medleal school will he founded by the dis-
sident members and assoclated with Cornell
Unlveraity, That will mean that a third great

Unt- |

All the remaining ad- |

It fs the magnet which brings

af the harbor as he had entered—under the Amer-
lean fMlag, Aceordingly, he purchased a small Amer-
fean flng, engized a small tug to transport him to
the steamer, and nailed the Stars nnd Stripes to bs
mast. As it stenmed out of the harbor, past the
rebel flagship, the commander, with whom Major
Conger hiud hieen acquidntad, leaned over the side of
the ship and saluted the United Etates tag.

Jean Lassalle, the Freach barytone, who has
been making a concert tour In Germany, has been
engaged by the Grand Opésa in Parls far the latter
part of April. His concert engagements in Beriln
ware therefors suddenly caneelled.

The Rev, Dr. John F. Goucher, of Baltimore, has
returaed to Lis home from a visit to Indla, made In
tha Interests of the Methodlst Church.

Miciy peopls I Parls are sceptical as to the
cment that Mattre Labori, Zola's counsel in the
famons trial, recelved no fre from his cllent. For
such Maltre Labor] made s statemeng in court the
other day In the coursa of another trinl, The op-
posing party, who was sitting among tha speo-
tators, orfed out In the unconventional manner
thit seems to ba ecustomary In French courts of
law: “You are paid to defame me!" Maltre La-
horl replied: I am hers In the Interest of unfortus-
nate cllents, who ars abswolutely without means,
who are fighting for a half-Interest In_a fortune
that helongs to them. 1 will add that T have not
recelved the smallest fee, elther in this case or in
another mora noted one'

President Willam I. Wilean of Washington
and Lee University, at Lexingmn, Va,, s deliver-
Ing a course of six lectures Lefors the Jaw schonl
of tha Univ:rslty, which ha is to deliver at the Yale
Law School later,

Tha Rev., Dr. Iehahod Simmons, of Hartford,
Conn, who hus just disd, was one of tha hest-
known Methoadist mintsters in New-England, “Ha
was fres of prejudice,” says “The Hartford Cou-
raat,” “and was ever ready to help the unfortunates
af other denominations as well as of his own, He
eald frequently It made no difforence what was the

bellef of people as long as they were working for

heaven. Opea ho found a set of rosaries, which
twlarnged to o Roman Catholle, and the following
funiday, after he hnd mnade his other announece-
ments (o his congregition, he sahd ha hod found
the rosaries, and belleved some Homan Catholie
soul wus mourning for them. He asked his congro-
gation, 1f they heard who had lost the rosarles, to
wonil the owner to hlm, that he might return
them."

THE TALK OF THE DAT.

The Rev. 1. M. Hawthorne, a member of the
Preshytery of 8t Paul the ether day offered the
following curion & resolution, which was tald on the
table: “Resolved, That tha Judictal Commities of
thian Freshyters and 1t Is hereby, directad tn
repart tn the next mecting of this
the farm of

prepara nr |

Preshytary a proposed amendment te

goverament of the Church which amendment «hiull
proposs an executive departm tt for the Proeshy-
| tertan Church in the United States of America, to

For anybody |

i
i

| of the Churyh t

onsist of a moderator and perhaps other offlcers,
wha shall e elecied for o poriod of =ix 3¢
who shall reside tn the clty of Waghirg
phall ateo propasa all detialle necessary to the sat-
t=factory reallzat! f the general ldea contained
in this resolution he Preshyterian Church,' ha
eald In explanation, “is losing 1i= lnfluence, owing
to disintegration, and it {8 essential to the welf
an Executive Board snaintain a

hington to look after the leglsla-

resldenca in Wa

tinn and prevent anytl
to the Irtereats of tha Church. 1 would not estah-
lsh n Preshyterian pope, but the tendency of the
times {8 toward centralization, and such a moye by
the Presbyterian Church would add to s dignity
and Influence.

ton, nud

This week's product (8 poetteal and patriotis,
postal eands have been recelved, rna from a (jeors
gla veteran, who sayu.

“Last ons leg At Manassas,
Another at ol Run;
Buyt, thank the Lard, I'm livin® yet
With arms to hold A gun!
Another from a Tennesses vetepan
*Ihe old gray jacket's dusty;
The canteen, battered, lies,
An' the 01d war cifle’s rusty,
But ripe for exarcise "
—iAtlanta Constitution,

“Tha Philadelphia Record” has recelved tha fol-
lowing martlal note: “Gentlemsn—Please publish
fn you paper under the Noscgay
Inform you that we are ready to go to War nt once,
Weo are know as the Sons of Nero, and Krata M-
Rheever 12 our commuander he has given up his work
abott & month ago, and has been training us how
to drill, bow to use a gun wnd everything about
war. Wo have a large fort bullt in Gloucester, N. J,
The placea we hall from. Wea have six rapid fireing
guns. Tha gunnera our, Gus Hutchinson, Pully
Moran, Tub Lafferty, Captaln, Patty and Jimmy,
and If any one watits to know how wa do It just let
them come up the Delaware with a Spanish flag on
thelr bowt. Yours, Asst. Com, Wormer."”

An Olluhoma Judge, recelving a Grand Jury's
report one evening during the political campaign of
18, conuld distinetly hear soma fervid eloguence of
o politieul orator in an adjacent roog.
over the Indletments returned, and then
faco assumed at angry look, he sald] i
did 1 mot Instruct you to inquire of

us his
ntiemen,
all publle

| affences? Thers 18 an awful erime you appear to

have averlooked. Listen, that man s talking about
it now. He is denouncing the awful erime of "731"

(Uase and Comment,

This 1s how W. J. Bryan referred to George Fred
Willlams {0 Indlanapolts the other day: “SBaul of
Tnrsus, when he becama Paul, wan always pre.
pared to tell just when and how he was converted,
And so George Fred Willlams cams to tha (hi-

engo Conventlon with the glory of w new convert |

shining In his fuce, and the zeal of o new convert
“in his heart (applauss), and he went forth to o
hittle in New-England, And, my frlends, when we
hava writlen upon the scroll of fame the names of
thoss who rescued sevenly millllons of peopls from
a foreign Mnancial polley, Geerge Fred Willlams's
name will occupy agonspliucus place.”

the Evils of Blang.—Littln Ruth-—Mr,

Opes of
who d10 you Kkill for thithia's dlamond

Thmith,
ring?
Mr. Smith- Nobody, dear.

LTI ql!._:onrinn"
Little Ruth-Why, Tom, he thald she'd o' never
got it if you hadn't hung thomebody up for i,

(Jewellars' Waskly.

What mukes you nsk

A Judgment of Solomon.—A story Is told of Ad- |

mitnl Sleard when at Yorktown with his fleot for
Arllly and manceuvres. A forea was (o land and
capture an inland rallroad hise agalnst a defenca
fores of little mora than helf s sige. The two
commanders of thesa forces wers dispussing befors
the Admiral the detnlls, and each contepded thut
tho other would have superlor advantages, The
Admiral, after puzzllng over how the differences
might bo adjusted, fdnally sald:

“Gentlemen, 1t 18 avident that the matter can he
reconciled in only one way. Buppose you swap
forces and flight tha other way.'

The battle was fought on the original plan.

He Bpenks His Mind.—Bwipe Da Heers -De luxury
dat Is lavished on pet anliale is er Hvin® shame,
un’ un oppression ter de common people,

Weary Draggles- What's de matter, Bwipe?

Bwipe De Beors—Ms an' anodder hobo awlfud o
bux o crackors from er store yesterday an’ lugged
It two miles. When we come ter open I, It wasn't
nothin' but dog Wseult!—(FPuck.

It 1s possibie }llll}tm\l', on clear evenings, to sca
both Venus and Mercury In the Western aky. They
#et about an hour and a half later than the sun,
At present Mgcury Is a trifle higher up than
Venus, but they nre gradually approaching each
other. Next Monday they will be in conjunction,
a8 the astronomaera aay. Then Mercury will ap-
proach tha sun still more closely and soon becoma
practically invisible, while his sister planst will get
further away and grow In brightness for several
werks,

“How strange,” he sald,

"_}‘.”hu?“ who naked, o ¢ tads of "

“These newspnpor slories o ads of engage
girls," he explaimed, iz

“Thay don't interast me,'" she asserted.

“Roally?" he asked,

“Not a bt she returned  “Why should they?’

As she looked up into his eyen in a wondering
wort of way he drew m good long breath, for hs
knaw that he had u clear fleld, and when he left
that evening shs had become deeply interested in
some of those fade.—(Chicago Poel.

irs, anl |

ing belng dons detrimental |

1 would lika ta |

He looked |

MUSIC.

A NEW ORATORIO,

At the third concert of the Oratorfn Saclety'p
festival In Carnegle Hall yesterday afternoon g
first performance was given to Professor Horag
W. Parker's dramitic oratorio, “St. Christopher*
That It was e&n event which our best American
muslelans recogmaesd as of real pith and moment
wis proven by the fact that a uumber of the
best of them came to hear {t, Of Mr. Parkerg
fellow-students at Munlech - we notlced  Arthue
Whitlng and Henry Holden Huss in the audience,
gamuel Sanford, his assoclate In the musical fee.
ulty of Yale College, was ulso on hand to rejoles
in what proved to be his colleague’s triumph, and
also George W, Chadwick, director of the New.
England. Conservatory of Musle, whose privilegs
it was to dircct some of the carller studles of the
compoger, Local pride and interest (for Mr. Par.
ker's fumily tiea bind hitm to Bostony also brought
B. J Lang from the New-Epgland capitial to hear
the work, and there woere doubtless others whose
presence was overlooked. The delight which “8r,
Christopher” gave to these men was shared hy Mr,
Walter Damroseh, who conducted the performinca;
the singers and the audience, and Mr. Parker,
who sat with hia wife In one of the boxes, was
called ap over and over again to bow hig acknowls
sigments 1o hearty testimonlals of appreciation,
It* was an occasion ealeulated to reflect credit and
honor to Amerlean mugic, and all lovers of ths art
owe o deht ef gratitude to the Oratorio Soclety
for the #ervice rendered under such anspiclous eir.
cumstanees,

The poetical contents of Mr. Parker's compogition
have been set forth amply-fn The Tribune, It is
a dramatle oratorio, and the composer has not
hesltiuted to use tha most modern agencles of musi-
el expression, such ag typical phrases. harmonie
anfl orchestral effocts and what we may call musl.
vl symbalism, o make hin purposcs plain. He
has also kept the essentlal requirements of a choral
work In view and blended the aecular and eccls-
cluetienl with real skill. His other works, nota-
hily his auperb setting in aritorio styla of the hymn
: “Hora Novissima” has led us to think that his
weniug had fullest and freest sway In the ecclesias.
ticnl ®tyle, and this impres<ion was confirmed hy
the grandeur and beauty of his settings of the
micsal “Ciorfa,” intraduced in 8t Christopher”
isgpectally the fugue on the “Quionfam' portion)
and the anclent hymn “Jam eol recedit Igneus*
| but the new work ‘alsn shows that he knows how

1o handle the orchestra dramatically, “8t. Chris
! topher” s superhly sonorous and full of color. But
| we #till prefor his churchly melody to his secular,
| The sola parts fn  the oratorfa wera  sung

by Miss Emma Juch, Theodors van Yorxs (in
place of ‘Hvans Willlams), Ertesson  Bushnell,
Ferangeon Davies and Master Harry S8mith, Of
these, the latter had only & fow phrases to sing
thim acoeptiably. The bulk of the ap.
wliich all garnered went to  Mr,
Mr. Van Yorx sang well, but his voles
wis effective only in the high register.  Miss
Juch, after doing finely in the earlier scenes,
| tound the range of the =oprano part trying afters
ward, and Mr. Davies could not stamp the mumsis
whlclh he sung with suffictent individuality-for
whilh he ls entitled to ask tha composer 1o hear
enma of the blame. Considering the newness and
dimeulty of the musie the work of the cholr was
highly commendabld az wera the Intelligence ~nd
zeal of Mr. Damrosch and the sklil of his orches-
tra.

and sang
probutlon
Bushnell

INCIDENTS IV SOCIFTY.

' An extra meeting of the Midwinter Club wasd
held nt Sherry's last plght, the members and theie
gupsts helng received by Mra, Heanrey Barclay, Mrs,
Fiaward Lyman Short, Mrs, Frederic Sheldon, Mra.
Henry 1. Burnett, Mre, Grenville Winthrop, M.
| John . Westervelt and Mra, John A. DI Zerega
| Instead of ju bal poudre and o vaudeville entertaln.
mend, &3 originally intended, o minyer & la coeup
was danced by a number of young people In cos-
tumes of Louis XV and XVI periods The dancers
| wera Miss Walker, Miss Angellca 8, Church, Mlas
| Adeluide Plerson, Miss Clara Irvin, Miss Ellse ol
| Zorega, Miss Virginis Swayns, Miss Conatance
Rerry, Miss Broatrix Miss Wright, Miss
Leta HBerry, Miss Rita Hurgess, Thomas B, (e,
r. James B Plerson, Phliip S, Jonnson, My 248
f-rrsk'--. the Mussrs, Walker, W. Peckham, Henmy
Huteheiler. Leontdas Westervelt, Louls . Hall and
I Mr. ‘il‘omnurm_ Supper and general dancing fole
lowed,

Renner,

“Tha engagement t« announcad nf Miss Josephise
B. Zabriskie, daughier of Mr. and Mra. Augustus
Zabriskle, to Edward L. Hall. a son of Jirs, Valsn-
tina (3. Hall and brother of Mra. Sianley Ll
mer, The wedding will be celobrated in T 'f:;
Chapel on Wednesday, April 27 -“_ ¢

Mr. and Mrs, James R, Haggin, of No, 687 Fifth-
ave., gave a dance last evening in honor of Mr,
Hagein's granddaughter, Miss Edith Lounsbarry,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs, Richard P. Lounsherry,
who is not yet out. The guesis were young prople.

Yestérduy was not an fdeal day for & ride on tap
of & coach, but, notwithsianding the unpleasant
| comlition of the weather, the public coach Plonser,

with Heginald Rivea as whip, left the Halland
‘ House promptly at 10 o'clock on 1ts regular trip to
Ardsley-on-the-Hudson, with a full complement of
passengers, The conch was engaged for the day
by Mrs. HL M. Kinsley, whose guests wers Mr. and
Mre. Julus . Frince, of London, England, the
tntter on the box seni; Miss Fdith Davison. Mias
Fannia 8mith, Mrs. (justave Bauman, Miss Lan-

caster, Cornelius J. Robbins, Robert Allerton, Nell.
son 1. Parker and Courtiandt €. Marke. Monson
Morris will have a party on the Ploneer to-day.

Tha publle eoach Good Times, on ita regular trip
from the Waldorf-Astoria to the Woeodmansten Inn,
West Chester, yesterday earried as passengers Misg

Ward, Henry . Ward, W. K. H. Martin, J. B.
Miley, W. . (Carter. of Philadelphia; H. B Lesch,
A. H. Slater, of T ton. Mass, and A. McDermid,

of Montreal. Richard F. Carman téoled the conch,

..._ - —_—
‘WHY WE WERE NOT READY FOR WAR

THE BHAME OF CONGRESS.

To the Editor of The Tribune,

| Bir: Do you not think that after the present
| atrain {s relaxed and the country has settied
back into 1ts normal conditlon, The Tribune
eonuld urge and ecarry on a ceaseless warfare
| until this dear, overgrown baby of n country of
ours consented to arm and equip ftself thors
| oughly at all points? It 18 none so mapy years
ago that our undefended state almost tempted
il'hlll fnte war, and it is much the same condls
tion of affalrs that confronts us now.

‘ It seems to me that the conditions and cons
duct of public affairs that led to our being in
our present deplorable state ousht to be lald
bare to the conntry, By that [ méan an exposd

Vot those Shylocks from Interlor States who,

| when an appropriation was needed for coast de-
tonce, refused it until they had exacted their
pornd of flesh, in the ahape of a public build-

Ling, or some other expenditure of the publia
monevs within thelr State.  Why not lay bare
the modua operandi of Congress for the last
twenty years, and let the people judge? It

ought to surprise the many and shame the few.

Fifty million dollars was a noble appropria-
Jllr\n. nobly made, but after it 15 all over will

not the fnevitable guestions arise: Why was It
necessary?  Why were we not armed? Why
ghould we (hiough neeessity and streas of
| clreumstance he forced to give false values for
things” Why? Why?

Please forgive this trespass, but (t is a near
and dear subject to me, and that which I long
ago heard predicted as o possibllity seems about
to happen. Very falthfully yours, J. G. B.

New-York, Appil 4, 1808,

ey

A WEDDING,

Milton, Penn. April 16.—The marrlage of Miss
Adelo Margaret Dickerman, eldest daughter of
| charles 1. Dickeman, of Rose HIlL to Howard
Hunter Willlams, took plice yesterday aftarnoon tn
the Presbytetian Chureh, The service was conducted
| by the Rev. W. T. L. Klefter, nr=tated by the Rev,
i Fdward K. Rawson, 1. 8. N, The mald of honor
| was Miga Grace Nedtriea Dickeman, sister of the
Misses lLaurs
k and Ethel
williams,

| bride, and the bridesmalds wers the
Challen, Janet Hunter, Helen MeCormie

Weldman, Tho best man was Jares T
| brother of the bridegroom

yThe hers Woro lles
. Bracewell, Paul J. Challen, Wi A8
Man And Myron L. Davis. The bride wore wh
sutin, ngd r;ler ﬂa_}r;rl &m l}mu.r'a :fdl.!:; L

; @ churel l’t
;:m p;l‘:ls,e%nuur lillas and white asa

—— .
ME. GLADSTONE SUFFERING LESE.

- ed this mors-
London, April B.-The hulletin ““Eumtm an

fng regarding the health of, Mr.
nounced that he was bolding his ground and was
suftering less




